THE REBUILDING  OF  LONDON
with the main east-west routes. Plans for rebuilding the bridge
itself were made but not carried through,1 though the press of
carts using it led within twenty years to the widening of the
roadway over it. Farther west, the new streets connecting
Guildhall with the river joined Thames Street, Watling Street
and Cheapside, and, just inside the Wall, a rather half-hearted
series of improvements linked Newgate Street with Ludgate
Hill, Puddle Dock and the stairs at Blackfriars.2
One other major change is worth distinguishing. The
alterations by the Royal Exchange gave that corner for the
first time an importance equal to that which it now holds. The
widening of its approaches, the addition of Princes Street, the
scheduling of the Poultry, Corn'jfiill, and Lombard Street as
'High Streets', and the demolition of the 'Stocks', had com-
bined to make it at once 'mighty noble'3 and a mighty centre of
traffic. A regular 'city' quarter was created, and numbers of
'Goldsmiths, Bankers, Merchants and other eminent Trades-
men'4 acquired houses in its neighbourhood. The 'Bourse', re-
built, enlarged and freed from contiguous buildings, received
a site worthy of its importance. London had not yet reached
equality with Amsterdam, but the established refugees from
France, the steadily increasing inflow of Jews, and the growing
community of rich native merchants were about to make this
rebuilt 'city' quarter a rival worthy of Dutch consideration.
The city was thus sectionalized, each section being inter-
sected by main streets, which, in turn, were served by improved
and standardized by-streets. A mass of other minor changes,
too small to analyse, too numerous to catalogue, added to the
general improvement. The whole is unassessable, and, indeed,
cannot be assessed in terms of streets alone. Lay-out and trans-
port facilities both depended on the rivers almost as much as
i-C.L.O., 1671-74, f. i.
3 Warwick Lane was enlarged, Ave Mary Lane made 18 feet and various improve-
ments carried out along the remainder of the route. The lower part, at least, was much
used, Strype describing Creed Lane as a place 'pestered with Carts and Cars to Puddle
Dock, and other Wharfs on the Water side': (op. cit, bk 3, p. 194).
*P*jyts Diary, September i6th, 166*.
4 Strype's Stow, bk. II, p.